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Summary: Let's look at one of the most popular uses for Photoshop, how to resize your 

images. We'll see how to make them smaller using Photoshop's Image Resize dialog box, and 

why you never want to make them larger if you can avoid it. 
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Resizing an image is one of the most commonly used skills in Photoshop. It's so common that 

even people who know virtually nothing about Photoshop still manage to use it to resize their 

images, which should give you an indication of how incredibly easy it is to do. However, 

there are some things you need to keep in mind when resizing your images, as we'll see in 

this Photoshop tutorial. 

First, we need a photo for our lesson: 

 

This is a photo taken on a trip to Mexico. Of course, the actual photo was much larger than 

this, but I've resized it in Photoshop to something more suitable for the web page. How did I 

do that? Quite simply, really. To resize an image in Photoshop, the first thing you need to do 

is go up to the Image menu at the top of the screen and select "Image Size" from the list of 

options. This will bring up the Image Size dialog box, as shown below: 

http://www.photoshopessentials.com/essentials/


 

The screenshot above of the Image Size dialog box was taken immediately after I opened the 

photo in Photoshop, before I resized it to the much smaller version you see above. The Image 

Size dialog box is divided into two main sections - "Pixel Dimensions" and "Document 

Size". For those of you who have already read through the sections on image resolution, this 

will be familiar to you, but for the benefit of those of you who simply want to learn how to 

resize your images, I'll be repeating some of the same information here. 

Let's look more closely at the Pixel Dimensions section of the Image Size dialog box: 

 

The Pixel Dimensions part of the Image Size dialog box tells us two things about our image. 

First, to the right of the words "Pixel Dimensions" is a number, which in this case is "14.6M". 

This number is telling us the current file size of our image. The "M" stands for megabytes, or 

"millions of bytes". Knowing the file size of our image is interesting and possibly helpful in 

some situations, but it doesn't help us with what we want to do at the moment, which is to 

resize our image. For that, we need the other thing the Pixel Dimensions section is telling us - 

the width and height of our image. 

According to what the Pixel Dimensions section is telling us here, the Mexico photo shown 

above was 2608 pixels wide by 1952 pixels high when I first opened it inside Photoshop. 

That's a decent size photo if I wanted to print it, but in this case, I needed a much smaller 

version of it to use on the web page. So how did I make it smaller? Simple. I changed the 

numbers for width and height to what I needed: 

http://www.photoshopessentials.com/essentials/image-resolution.php


 

As you can see in the screenshot above, my Mexico photo now has a width of only 450 pixels 

and a height of only 337 pixels. Making the change is easy. Simply double-click inside one of 

the two value boxes, which will highlight the number currently showing in the box, and type 

a new value. When you're done, click the OK button and Photoshop will resize your image to 

the new dimensions you've specified. It's really that simple.  

You can also resize your image by a percentage of the original image size rather than typing 

in a specific pixel value. If you look closely at the width and height values, you'll notice that 

to the right of the word "pixels" is a down-pointing arrow. If you click on that arrow, a drop-

down menu will appear which gives you the options to choose between "pixels" and 

"percent": 

 

Once you've chosen "percent" as the means in which you want to resize your image, the 

width and height of your image will change to a percentage rather than a pixel value. 

Resizing the image using a percentage is done the same way as if you were using pixel 

values. Just double-click inside the width or height value box once again and type in a new 

percentage. When you're done, click the OK button and Photoshop will resize the image to 

whatever percent value you entered.  

You'll notice, unless you've changed the default settings, that when you double-click inside 

one of the value boxes and type a new number, the number in the other box changes as well. 

In other words, if you try to change the value for the width of your image, the height will 

change along with it. That's because by default, Photoshop constrains the image proportions, 

which is usually what you want Photoshop to do anyway. Normally, you wouldn't change the 

width of a photo without changing the height as well. Photoshop gives you a visual indication 

that the width and height of your image are linked together by displaying a black line that 

appears to join the width and height sections along the right side of the Pixel Dimensions 

section, with a small link icon to the right of the line. 

You can choose to unconstrain the proportions though and change the width without it 

affecting the height, and vice versa, by unchecking the "Constrain Proportions" checkbox at 

the bottom of the Image Size dialog box. I've highlighted it below: 

 



As you can see, by default, the Constrain Proportions option is checked. Simply uncheck it if 

you want to be able to change the width and height of your image independently of each 

other.  

Resizing And Image Quality 

There's something you need to keep in mind though when it comes to resizing your image 

and image quality. The basic rule is, it's usually okay to make your image smaller without 

losing much in the way of image quality. However (and this is a big "however"), you will 

absolutely lose image quality if you try to make your image larger. Let's look at an example: 

Here's the photo again that I used above: 

 

As we saw earlier, this image has dimensions of 450 pixels wide by 337 pixels high. I'm 

going use the Image Size dialog box to make this image 50% of this size. I do that by 

choosing "Percent" as the means in which I want to resize my image, and then double-click 

inside the "Width" value box and type "50". Since I have "Constrain Proportions" checked at 

the bottom of the dialog box, Photoshop will automatically change the height percentage as 

well to match the change I made to the width. Then I click the OK button and Photoshop 

resizes my image to 50% of its original size. Here's what it looks like after being made 50% 

smaller: 



 

As you can see, the image is much smaller but the quality of the image remains fairly 

consistent. Let's see what happens though if I take the image after being resized to 50% of it's 

original size and try to enlarge it back to its original size. To do that, I'll need to enlarge this 

image by 200%, which will make it twice as large as it is now and bring it back to its original 

size. Again, to do this in the Image Size dialog box, since I already have "Percent" chosen as 

my means of resizing the image, I simply double-click inside the "Width" dialog box and 

type in "200". Again, because I have "Constrain Proportions" checked, Photoshop will make 

the change to the height to match the change I made to the width. Once I click the OK button, 

Photoshop will go ahead and enlarge my image by 200%, which should bring it back to the 

size it was originally. Here's the image after being resized by 200%. I'll include the original 

image again directly below it so you can more easily compare the two versions: 

 



 

The image on top is the image resized by 200% to bring it back to its original size, while the 

image below is the original image before we did any resizing. The resized image on top is 

definitely back to the same size as the original, but it sure doesn't look as good anymore, does 

it? We've lost a lot of detail in the image, and now it appears soft and blurry. If I was to try 

and enlarge it even further, the image quality would be even worse.  

Here's what's happening. When you open up an image inside Photoshop and then use the 

Image Size dialog box to make the image smaller, Photoshop makes it smaller essentially by 

throwing away pixels. That's how Photoshop makes images smaller, by taking some of the 

pixels and throwing them out the window, so-to-speak. Photoshop is really good though at 

knowing which pixels it can throw away and still maintain image quality, so making our 

images smaller isn't usually a problem. 

The problem comes in when we ask Photoshop to make our images larger. If Photoshop 

makes them smaller by taking some of the pixels in our image and throwing them away, how 

do you think it makes images larger? If you said "By adding pixels to the image?", you'd be 

right! Here's the stumper though. Where does Photoshop get these new pixels from that it's 

adding to the image? If you said "Um, I'm not sure. I guess it just kind of makes them up out 

of thin air", you'd be right again! And there's the problem. I don't mean that you've been right 

twice in a row, that's not a problem. That's great! The problem is, when Photoshop makes an 

image larger, it has to add pixels that were not there before, leaving Photoshop to guess as to 

what these new pixels are supposed to look like. Now, it uses some very complicated and 

advanced algorithms to guess, but the bottom line is, it's still just guessing, and it's not going 

to guess correctly. The larger you try to make your image, the worse your image is going to 

look. It will have a very soft and blurry appearance, not the crisp and sharp image you'd 

normally want.  

So again, when resizing your image, it's okay to make your images smaller, but you should 

avoid making them larger at all cost unless you absolutely don't care about image quality. 

And who doesn't care about image quality? That's just nonsense.  


